
The Bridge is a faith-
based community youth 
center in the heart of 
downtown Zeeland.  
When our doors opened 
for the first time on Sep-

tember 11, 2001 we were 
challenged with a commu-
nity in mourning and a 
nation  having experi-
enced the greatest domes-
tic tragedy since Pearl 
Harbor. 

As students come through 
our doors it is obvious the 
same needs our students 
felt in 2001 are the same 
they so desperately seek 
in 2017.  To provide a 
place where kids can be 
Safe, Loved and Valued is 
essential for us to sur-
round them with caring 
community members who 
through their model and 
actions introduce them to 
Christôs love in all that 
they do.    

A Special Thank You  

Thank you to everyone 
that has kept the Bridge in 
their prayers, mentored a 
student, volunteered in a 
program, helped fill our 

ñwish listò 
or gave of 
their fi-
nances.  
This past 
December, 
we 
wrapped 
up our an-
nual 
Bridge 
Campaign.  
A combi-

nation of 23 area churches, 
104 area businesses, over 
250 individuals along with 
some community grants 
and foundations helped us 
meet our financial and vol-
unteer goals.   

As the challenges of a new 
year are well underway, it 
is our goal to provide qual-
ity programs to allow us an  
even deeper reach into the 
needs of young people in 
our community.   

We are truly blessed by 
this community to be a 
blessing and thank God for 
the opportunities to make a 
difference in a childôs life 
each day.   
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Safe, Loved & Valued 

Volunteers of the 
Month 

Each month The Bridge 
Youth Center highlights 
one outstanding volun-
teer who has truly made 
a difference in the lives 
of young people.  In De-
cember, our staff select-
ed Sue McCaffery to be 
our initial recipient.  Sue 
has been a volunteer at 
the Bridge for 6 years.  

She cur-
rently 
volun-
teers 
Monday 
through 
Friday.  
She 
spends 

her time mentoring stu-
dents at school multiple 
times a week as well; as 
well as is a mentor in our 
Bridge to Excellence 
programs and assists in 
our Drop-In program as 
well.  She is a great lis-
tener and deeply invested 
in each student she 
works with.  We are 
blessed to have this 
Community Reformed 
Church member as one 

of our most respected 
mentors.   
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What started out as a wonderful 
gift from First Christian Re-
formed Church of a slightly tired 
bus to The Bridge Youth Center 
has turned into a blessing of far 
reaching implications in logis-
tics and transportation. This gift, 
along with the use of a 15-

passenger van from Second Re-
formed Church, allows us pro-
vide 35 students transportation 
to the Bridge Youth Center each 
day.   

Through donations received, the 
bus received new brakes and 
brake lines, needed bodywork and 
paint was completed, and 
additional seats added for 
more capacity. Recently, 
the bus has been wrapped 
by Zeeland Record & 

Graphics through a 
gift from two anony-
mous donors.  

Many students from 
Creekside Middle 
School and Zeeland 
East and West High 
Schools who want to partic-
ipate in our Bridge pro-
grams have the challenge of 
travel logistics, and the bus 
and van have been a true 

blessing.  

It is just a great example of a com-
munity coming together and part-
nering assets, skill sets, and  

finances to make a positive dif-
ference in the lives of youth.  

The Bridge Youth Center con-
tinues to be a place where all 
kids are safe, loved, and valued.  

Also, a big thank you to the vol-
unteer drivers who keep things 
rolling.  

Well-Wrapped Gifts 

 

A Commitment to Developing Youth 
In February, we  made an in-
vestment in the addition of a  
new staff member who will 
be focusing on developing 
programs, training staff and 
volunteers, as well as improv-
ing the overall quality of eve-
rything we do.   

We continue to be led to grow 
and expand our services to 
meet ever changing youth 
needs, but we recognize  we 
must do so by offering pro-
grams that continue to grow 
and improve as well.  

 

The Bridge Youth Center is 
thrilled to welcome Scott Baum-
gartner as our Youth Develop-
ment Coordinator.   

Scott has a masterôs degree in 
Social Work and comes to us 
from the Good Samaritan Center 
where he served as the  Program 
Director of AmeriCorpsô, Faith 
and Youth partnership.  Scott has 
significant background in volun-
teer and staff training, as well as 
working in the schools.  Scott 
also served at the Bridge when he 
was an AmeriCorps member, so 
he has prior experience in the 
community. 

We look forward to see how 
God blesses Scott through his 
work at the Bridge. 
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This past month, our staff selected our first student 
peer mentor to re-
ceive the award.  
 
 Hannah Vander-
Geld has been peer 
mentoring students 
at The Bridge 
Youth Center for 
the past two years.  
Hannah is a 10th 
grader at Zeeland 
East who has cho-

sen to ñgive backò  to  middle school students in the 
same manner she received when she went through 
the Bridge to Excellence program.   
 
Hannah has a tender heart with the amazing ability 
to including everyone.  She is a fabulous role model 
for her peers and our students.  Hannah participates 
in Hannah is also an active member of our ñItôs 
Amazingò group. 

Volunteers of the Month 
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In January, our staff 
selected Pearl Huiz-
enga as our Volunteer 
of the Month.   
 
Pearl is known for her 
gentle and kind heart.  
Students are drawn to 
her for her welcoming 
personality and ability 
to make each student 
she comes into contact 

with feel special.   
 
Pearl volunteers in a variety of ways.  She organ-
izes and helps run our food pantry, volunteers in 
our Drop-In program every Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoons where she plays games, pool and men-
tors several students.  Pearl also serves as a youth 
leader in our Itôs Amazing program for students 
seeking a deeper connection spiritually and to the 
community around them.  A 
First Christian Reformed 
Church member she is a real 
joy to be around. 

Main Street Bicycle Co. hosted itôs sec-
ond annual ñChiliò Toes Fondo raising 
increased awareness and  $460 for  The 

Bridge Youth Center 

 

Hope College  Varsity Basketball team took the 
time to practice with our I am Third team .  

Thank you Coach Mitchell, Carlson and players! 

Our I Am Third Basketball team helped 
those in need through the Feeding Ameri-
ca program at Community Ref. Church  



Closet Clean-out: Our Bridge to Excellence group, 

teamed with AmeriCorps to cleaned out their closet's and pro-

vide a donation of over 30 boxes of clothing and hygiene 

items to Bethany 

Christian Services.  

The donation was 

used to provide over 

75 foster children an 

extra set of clothing 

and needed hygiene 

items. 
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AmeriCorps members at The Bridge Youth Ministry Center 
are provided through a grant made available from AmeriCorps 
through Good Samaritan Ministries.  Good Samaritan Minis-
tries recruits, trains and places AmeriCorps members in the 
community as part of the Faith In Youth Partnership.  For more 

information visit www.goodsamministries.com  

ñThe mission of the Bridge Youth Center is to 
keep kids Safe, Loved and Valued, surrounded 
by caring community members who introduce 
them to Christôs love  in all that they do.ò 

 
Happy Holidays! 
Special Thank You to 
Charter House Innova-
tions for providing a com-
plete Turkey dinner with 
all the fixôins for every 
Bridge student and their 

family! 


